Reading Group Schedule for 2008

January 25
Stalky & Company (R. Kipling)  Rich Falk   
530-668-4989 

goodyear@cal.net
Abstract: A group of boys in a nineteenth-century British military boarding school has great fun playing pranks on one another, and later preparing for real life in the real military. Rudyard Kipling's classic, according to the introduction, is loosely based on the author's own experience. Oxford World’s Classics,  The Complete Stalky and Company (Amazon $10.16)
February 29
Germinal  (Emile Zola)  
Chazz Hammond 
448-4673 

 chhammond@ucdavis.edu
Abstract: Written to draw attention to the misery prevailing among the lower class in France during the Second Empire, Germinal depicts the grim struggle between capital and labor in a coal field in northern France. Penguin Classics (Amazon $9) or Oxford World’s Classics (Amazon $8.95)
March 28
A Laodicean (Thomas Hardy)  
Steve Rost 
678-0855 

rostaquinas@yahoo.com
Abstract: Hardy’s experience as a professional architect shines through in the meticulous, highly visual descriptions of towns and buildings in this novel.  Using the restoration of a castle as a framework, Hardy considers the ancient analogy between architecture and philosophy.  It contrasts the pre-modern 19th century romanticism with forward thinking modernism. Penguin Classics (Amazon $10.20) or Oxford World’s Classics (Used on Amazon cheap); an electronic copy is available at www.online-literature.com/hardy/laodicean/57/
April 25  
Other Voices, Other Rooms (Truman Capote)  Dana Fore  530-972-1545 
dyfore@ucdavis.edu
Abstract: Published when Truman Capote was only twenty-three years old, Other Voices, Other Rooms is a literary touchstone of the mid-twentieth century. In this semiautobiographical coming-of-age novel, thirteen-year-old Joel Knox, after losing his mother, is sent from New Orleans to live with the father who abandoned him at birth. But when Joel arrives at Skully’s Landing, the decaying mansion in rural Alabama, his father is nowhere to be found. Instead, Joel meets his morose stepmother, Amy, eccentric cousin Randolph, and a defiant little girl named Idabel, who soon offers Joel the love and approval he seeks.
Numerous inexpensive editions available through Amazon.
May 30   
The Painted Veil  (M. Somerset Maugham)  Amy LeFever   678-8577 
 lefevermom@yahoo.com
Abstract:  Set in England and Hong Kong in the 1920's, The Painted Veil is the story of the beautiful but love-starved Kitty Fane.  When her husband discovers her adulterous affair, he forces her to accompany him to the heart of a cholera epidemic.  Stripped of the British society of her youth and the small but effective society she fought so hard to attain in Hong Kong, she is compelled by her awakening conscience to reassess her life and learn how to love...(it) is a beautifully written affirmation of the human capacity to grow, to change, and to forgive.  The Penguin edition reads as follows: Somerset Maugham’s classic novel of a woman’s spiritual awakening was suggested  to him by these lines of Dante: “Siena made me, Maremma unmade me: this he knows who after betrothal espoused me with his ring.”  Kitty Fane is lovely but shallow, and when her bacteriologist husband discovers her adulterous affair, he forces her to accompany him to the heart of a cholera epidemic hoping that she will die.  Bitterly unhappy, Kitty is compelled both by the desolation around her and by her awakening conscience to re-assess her life, past and present. Slowly and painfully she learns how to love; tragically, she learns too late. Amy recommends watching the film version released within the last year (she has a copy to lend out) before we read the book.  Recommended editions: Vintage Press (used copies through Amazon run approximately $9); Penguin Twentieth Century Classics ($7 used through Amazon).
June 27

Night (Elie Wiesel)  Becky Lanning 678-1883 blanning@jcis.net   
Abstract:  How does one deal with survival after such atrocities as that at Birkenau and Auschwitz? How can one have faith in the world? How can one accept that a people so closely identified with a powerful God can ever accept that God again? Where is God in the midst of such things?  Wiesel himself as spent his life in search of such answers.  He wrestles with these difficult questions as he recounts his experiences in the Nazi death camps and the difficulties survivors had to overcome.

July 25 

St. Joan (George B. Shaw) and The Lark (Jean Anouilh)

Rich Falk  

Abstract: Fascinated by the story of Joan of Arc, but unhappy with the whitewash which disfigures her beyond recognition.  Shaw presents a realistic Joan: proud, intolerant, naïve, foolhardy, and always brave—a rebel who challenged the conventions and values of her day.  In Anouilh’s play addresses “how we look at the tale now as a piece of history, with our knowledge of how the girl’s blundering captors unwittingly created a martyr who became forever a symbol of courage and faith.”  Our reading will give us the opportunity to compare and contrast Shaw’s and Anouilh’s respective portrayals of Joan of Arc. “The Lark” is online at http://faculty.smu.edu/bwheeler/Joan_of_Arc/crlark.pdf;  “St. Joan”: Penguin edition  (Amazon $9.60 new); online edition at www.maidofheaven.com/joanofarc_saintjoan_scene1.asp
August 29
The Fall (Albert Camus)





Steve Rost
Abstract: Jean-Baptiste Clamence is a soul in turmoil.  Over several drunken nights he regales a chance acquaintance with his story.  From this successful former lawyer and seemingly model citizen a compelling, self-loathing catalogue of guilt, hypocrisy and alienation pours forth. The Fall (1956) is a brilliant portrayal of a man who has glimpsed the hollowness of his existence.  But beyond depicting one man's disillusionment, Camus's novel exposes the universal human condition and its absurdities - and our innocence that, once lost, can never be recaptured... Vintage Press edition  (Amazon $9.56) or Penguin Modern Classics, used copies through Amazon.
September 26
Madame Bovary (Gustav Flaubert)



Dana Fore
Abstract:  Flaubert’s landmark story unfolds the desperate love affair of Emma Bovary, the bored provincial housewife who abandons her husband in defiance of bourgeois values, only to experience disappointment and despair. (From Penguin Classics: A Complete Annotated Listing) Oxford World’s Classics (Amazon, $8.76); Penguin Classics (Amazon $8.80); Norton Critical Editons (Amazon $14.40)
October 24
I, Claudius (Robert Graves)




Chazz Hammond

Abstract: Tiberius Claudius Drusu Nero Germanicus lived from 10 B.C. to A.D. 54. Despised as a weakling and dismissed as an idiot beause of his physical infirmities, Claudius survived the intrigues and poisonings that marked the reigns of Augustus, Tiberius, and the mad Caligula, to become emperor of Rome in A.D. 41. Vintage edition through Amazon @ $10.17
November 21 
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight  (J.R.R. Tolkien/Gordon)  
Amy LeFever 
Abstract:  The Tolkien edition is described as follows: “The study of Sir Gawain, the finest of all the English medieval romances, was signally advanced by the publication in 1925 of the edition by the late Professors Tolkien and Gordon.  This remained the most widely used text of t he poem; but after forty years the time came for revision.  The new edition pursues the aim of the first—to present an accurate text pleasantly, with sufficient apparatus to enable a reader to understand the rich but difficult language, and so to reach for himself an informed appreciation of t he poem.  The text, and the uniquely full glossary, were revised to take account of recent views.  The Introduction, Notes, and Linguistic Appendix were largely rewritten; and the book was entirely reset.”  Penguin edition: “It is a remarkably subtle and accomplished poem, in which the hero’s knightly virtues of courage, courtesy and fidelity are put to the text in a strange adventure involving a huge green knight on a green horse, a winter journey, a lady in a mysterious castle and a challenge answered.” A number of good editions are available. In particular is the edition by J.R.R. Tolkien.  It may be out-of-print, so periodically visit Amazon for used copies. There are also two Penguin Classics editions available: one is edited by J. A. Burrow  (Amazon, $9.60 new); the other is Anonymous and Bernard O’Donoghue (Amazon $8.50 new); Oxford World’s Classics edited by Helen Cooper and Keith Harrison (Amazon $8.76 new). There is a new Norton edition, 2007  (not the Norton Critical Editions) translated by J. Simpson and S. Armitage (Amazon $17.13 cloth edition).
December 2007/January 2, 2009 
Othello (Shakespeare)


Chazz Hammond
Abstract: If anything, Othello has increased its stature as one of Shakespeare's greatest tragedies ever since it was first written, between 1603 and 1604, due to the victimisation suffered by its tragic hero, Othello, as a result of his skin colour. Othello is a "noble Moor", a North African Muslim who has converted to Christianity and is deemed one of the Venetian state's most reliable soldiers. However, his ensign Iago harbours an obscure hatred against his general, and when Othello secretly marries the beautiful daughter of the Venetian senator Brabanzio, Iago begins his subtle campaign of vilification, which will inevitably lead to the deaths of more than just Othello and Desdemona.  Norton Critical Editions (Amazon, $11.03); Oxford World’s Classics (Amazon $8.95); Folger Shakespeare Library (Amazon $5.99)







































